The prognostic value of parallel measurements of thyrotropin binding inhibiting immunoglobulins (TBII) and thyroid adenylate cyclase stimulating antibodies (TSAb) in Graves' disease after longterm antithyroid treatment.
Thyroid stimulating immunoglobulins were measured in 43 patients with Graves' disease both before and at the end of longterm antithyroid treatment. Parallel determinations were performed of thyrotropin binding inhibiting immunoglobulins (TBII) and thyroid adenylate cyclase stimulating antibodies (TSAb). Before treatment 33 patients were TBII positive and 32 TSAb positive, and at the end of treatment 19 remained TBII positive and 14 TSAb positive. The frequency of relapse was about 70% in the positive patients and about 40% in the patients, who became negative in either test for thyroid stimulating immunoglobulins. By combination of the two assays 23 patients were positive in both before treatment. In these patients 5 relapsed of the 6 who remained positive for both, while none relapsed of the 5 patients, who became negative during treatment. In the remaining 12 patients either TBII or TSAb became negative during treatment and 7 of these relapsed. It is concluded, that the combined measurement of TBII and TSAb in this study seemed superior to the separate determinations of either activity in predicting relapse after medical treatment of Graves' disease, though this evaluation was only possible in part of the patients.